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Understand It

Chapter Forty The Church: 

The Body and Bride of Christ and Her Reward

In the Scripture, seven figures are used to reveal the
relationship between Christ and His church.

1. The Shepherd and the Sheep anticipated in the Twenty

Third Psalm are used in John 10, where Christ is the 

Shepherd and those who believe in Him are His sheep

According to this passage (a) Christ came by the door, that 

is, through the ap pointed lineage of  David;  (b)  He  is  the  

true  Shepherd  who is followed by the true sheep; ( c)  

Christ  is also the  Door  of the sheep, the Door of entrance 

into salvation as well as the  Door which provides security 

(John 10:28-29);  (d)  life  and food are provided for the 

sheep by the Shepherd; 



Understand It
2. Christ is the True Vine, and believers are the 

branches. 

3. Christ is the Cornerstone, and the church comprises 

the stones of the building

In contrast with the Old Testament, in which Israel 

had a temple, the church is a temple. In the figure 

Christ is pictured as the Chief Corner stone and 

individual believers as stones of the building. It is 

God's present purpose to build His church In the 

construction of the church as a building, each stone 

is a living stone because it  partakes  of  the divine 

nature Christ is the Chief Cornerstone and 

Foundation. 



Understand It
4. Christ is pictured in the New Testament as our  

High  Priest with the believers as believer-priests. 

5.Christ as the Head and the church as the body of 

Christ revealing the present purpose of God

6. Christ as the Last Adam and the church as the new 

creation is a figure in which Christ, as the 

Resurrected One, replaces Adam, the head of the old 

order, and becomes head of the new creatures in 

Christ. 

7. Christ as the Bridegroom and the  church as the  

bride  is the figure that is prophetic of both present 

and future relationships between Christ and His 

church.



Understand It
B. Church as the Body of Christ

Three major truths are presented in this figure: (1) the
church is a self-developing body; (2) members of the
body are given special gifts and are appointed to special
service; (3) the body is a living union or an organism.

As a self-developing body, the church grows through 

individual’s who have spiritual gifts. Members of the body 

of Christ are appointed to a specific service in keeping with 

their gifts.

The  body is a living  organism united  eternally  in  Christ. 

The  unity of  the  body comprising  both Jews and 

Gentiles  and people of various races and cultures 



Understand It

C. Christ as the Bridegroom and the Church as the Bride

Of the seven figures of Christ  and  the church, only the 

figure  of the Bridegroom and the bride has prophetic 

significance. In contrast with Israel, who is the unfaithful 

wife of Jehovah, the church is pictured in the New 

Testament as the virgin bride awaiting the coming of  her  

Bridegroom 

In Ephesians 5:25-33 the threefold work of Christ as the 

Bridegroom is revealed: ( a) in His death, "Christ also loved 

the church, and gave himself for  it" (v. 25); (b) Christ is 

engaged in the present work "that he might sanctify and 

cleanse it with the washing of water by the word" ( v. 26); 

(c) "that he might present it to himself a glorious church, 

not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 

should be holy  and  without  blemish"  



Understand It
The love of Christ for His church revealed in this figure is 

an outstanding demonstration of the love of God. Five 

characteristics of divine love may be mentioned.

1. The eternal duration  of  the  love  of  God  sterns  from  

the fact that "God is love". In God's love toward an 

individual there is neither fluctuation nor cessation.

2. The love of God is the motivation for His ceaseless 
activity

Could we now gaze into the heart of God we would see 

the same undiminished compassion for the lost that was 

expressed in the death of His Son. The momentary death 

of Christ was not a spasm in the divine affection; it is the 

announcement to a lost world of His love



Understand It
3. The love of God has transparent purity.

There is no selfishness in divine love; God has never 

sought benefits for Himself. He receives nothing; He 

bestows everything. 

4.The love of God has limitless intensity.

The sacrifice of His Son for men when they were "sinners" 

and "enemies" seems to reach to the outmost bounds of 

infinity; how ever, we are told of a "much more" love even 

than this. It is God's love for those who have been 

reconciled and justified through Christ's death



Understand It 5. The love of God has inexhaustible benevolence

There is no hope for this world apart from the marvelous 

fact that God loves even sinners. But divine love is not 

passive. Moved to an infinite degree by His love, God acted 

in behalf of those whom He otherwise would have had to 

banish from His presence for ever. God could not ignore the 

just condemnation of the sinner which His own holiness 

imposed; but He could take upon Him self the curse which 

belonged to the sinner

• God’s love is experienced in answer to the prayer of 
Christ

• God loves the lost world



Understand It
• God abhors the world-system which is evil

• God loves those whom He has redeemed

• God loves the nation Israel

• God loves those who have wandered from Him

• God's love is sacrificial, even giving His own Son

• God's love is eternal 

• Divine love is the first commandment  of Christ to the
believer 

• The outstanding characteristic of every Christian

• The normal experience of those who are filled with the 
Spirit



Understand It
D. Bride adorned and rewarded

Among the many judgments of Scripture, one of the most 

important is the judgment seat of Christ where the church 

is judged and rewarded. 

With reference to sin, Scripture teaches that the child of 

God under grace shall not come into judgment. The 

believer being in Christ is accepted in the perfection of 

Christ.

But with reference to his daily life and service for God, 
the Christian  must give an account before the 
judgment seat of Christ, which judgment will occur at 
the coming of Christ to receive His own.



Understand It

By contrast those standing before the great white throne 

for their final judgment, unsaved man will  be judged 

"according to their works" It is not the purpose of this  

judgment to determine whether those standing there are 

saved or lost; it rather determines the degree of penalty 

which, because of their evil works, shall rest upon those 

who are lost.

There are three major figures used in the Scriptures to 

reveal the nature of the believer's rewards at the judgment 

seat of Christ.

1. The  figure of  stewardship  



Understand It

2. The Figure of building built upon Christ as the 
Foundation

3. The figure of a race and winning the prize 

The Christian's reward  is  sometimes  mentioned  as  a  

"prize",  and sometimes  as  a  "crown“. These crowns 

may be classified under five divisions representing five 

distinct forms of Christian service  and suffering, and the 

child of God is also warned lest he lose his reward.

Although the rewards of the believer  are  symbolized  by 

crowns, according to Revelation 4:10 crowns as a symbol  

of reward will be cast at the feet  of  the  Savior  in  

heaven. Faithful service on earth will be  rewarded by a 

privileged place of service in heaven. 
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Step # Two

Read the Section and look up the passages



The Church: 

The Body and Bride of Christ and Her Reward

A. Seven figures of Christ and the Church

1. The Shepherd and the Sheep

John 10:7-11  Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, I am the door of the sheep. All that ever came before me are thieves 

and robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door: by me if any 

man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come 

that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. I 

am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 



John 10:12-14 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose 

own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and 

fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling 

fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the 

good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the 

Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for 

the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 

must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and 

one shepherd. 

Psalm 23:1, "The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want."



Door which provides security

One fold and one Shepherd

Joh 10:28-29  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, 

neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave 

them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 

Father's hand. 

John 10:16  And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 

must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and 

one shepherd. 



2. Christ is the True Vine, and believers are the branches

John 15:1-6  I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every 

branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that 

beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are 

clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in 

you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no 

more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He 

that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for 

without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as 

a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, 

and they are burned. 



John 15:7-12  If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 

what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Herein is my Father glorified, 

that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. As the Father hath 

loved me, so have I loved you: abide ye in my love. If ye keep my 

commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my 

Father's commandments, and abide in his love. These things have I 

spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might 

be full. This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have 

loved you. 

(Loving other is abiding) 



Israel had a temple

Church is a temple  

Believers as stones of the building

3. Christ is the Cornerstone, and the church comprises the 

stones of the building. 

Exo 25:8  And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 

them. 

Eph 2:21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto 

an holy temple in the Lord: 

Eph 2:19-20  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 

fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; And are built 

upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 

being the chief corner stone; 



God's present purpose to build His church

Each stone is a living stone because it  partakes  of  the divine nature

Christ is the Chief Cornerstone and Foundation

The building as a whole becomes "an habitation of God through the Spirit"

Mat 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock 

I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

1Pe 2:5  Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus 

Christ. 

1Co 3:11  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ. 

Eph 2:22  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God 

through the Spirit. 



4. Christ is pictured in the New Testament as our  

High  Priest with the believers as believer-priests. 

The believer-priest has  a  fourfold  sacrifice

a) He offers a service of sacrifice, presenting himself to God

(b) He offers a service of worship praising and thanking God

Rom 12:1  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 

ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 

which is your reasonable service. 

Heb 13:15  By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God 

continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. 



His intercession includes prayer on behalf of his own  needs  and 

others

( c) the sacrifice of good works and (Heb. 13:16).

( d) the sacrifice of their substance in addition to offering their 
bodies as a living sacrifice (Heb. 13:16).

1Ti 2:1  I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 

intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 

Heb 13:16  But to do good and to share forget not: for with such sacrifices 

God is well pleased. 

Heb 13:16  But to do good and to share forget not: for with such sacrifices 

God is well pleased. 



As our High Priest, Christ enters into heaven through His blood 

shed on Calvary

Christ  now intercedes for us

Heb 4:14  Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed 

into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 

Heb 7:25  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that 

come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 

them. 



B. Church as the Body of Christ

As a self-developing body, the church is presented in as 

comprising individual’s who have spiritual gifts. 

Eph 4:11-15  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 

some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of 

the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness 

of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 

carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 

cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the 

truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even 

Christ: 



Members of the body of Christ are appointed to a specific service 

in keeping with their gifts. 

The  body is a living  organism comprising  both Jews and Gentiles

Rom 12:3-6  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that 

is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; 

but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the 

measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, and all 

members have not the same office: So we, being many, are one body in 

Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts 

differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let 

us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 

Gal 3:28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 

there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 



C. Christ as the Bridegroom and the Church as the Bride

Christ as the Bridegroom is introduced by John the Baptist.

The virgin bride awaiting the coming of  her  Bridegroom

Joh 3:29  He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the 

bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of 

the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 

2Co 11:2  For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have 

espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 

virgin to Christ. 



The threefold work of Christ as Bridegroom

Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 

church, and gave himself for it; 

Eph 5:26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water 

by the word, 

Eph 5:27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having 

spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 

blemish. 



The eternal duration  of  the  love  of  God  sterns  from  the fact that 

"God is love"

Jer. 31:3 "I have loved thee with an everlasting  love"

Christ Loved His own until the end  John 13:l; cf. 15:9). 

The Love of God

1Jn 4:8  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 

God loves Israel

Joh 13:1  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his 

hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, 

having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the 

end. 



The love of God manifested in the cross (Rom. 5:8; 1 John 3:16), 

We are  to love with a pure heart fervently (1 Pet. 1:22); 

Rom 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

1Pe 1:22  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through 

the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another 

with a pure heart fervently: 

Nothing can separate us from God’s love 

Rom 8:39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



John 15:13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 

his life for his friends" 

Sacrificial love is the greatest love 

Without violating His own holiness, God might be free to save 

the guilty

Rom 3:26  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might 

be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 

Love makes of God a Father who chastens His child

Rev. 3:19 "As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten"

Heb. 12:6 "Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth"



The believer is loved by the Father even as Christ is loved

Joh 17:23  I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; 

and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, 

as thou hast loved me. 

God loves the lost world

Joh 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life. 
God loves those whom He has redeemed

God loves the nation Israel

Joh 13:34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 

another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

Jer 31:3  The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have 

loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I 

drawn thee. 



God loves those who have wandered from Him

Luk 15:4  What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one of 

them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after 

that which is lost, until he find it? 

God's love is eternal

Joh 13:1  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his 

hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, 

having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the 

end. 

The exercise of divine love is the first commandment  of Christ under 

grace 

Joh 13:34  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 

another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.



The normal experience of those who, having met the simple 

conditions, are filled with the Spirit

Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is 

no law. 



D. Bride adorned and rewarded

With reference to sin the child of God under grace shall not come 

into judgment

Being in Christ is accepted in the perfection of Christ

Joh 3:18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 

believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the 

name of the only begotten Son of God. 

1Co 1:30  But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 

unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and 

redemption: 



The judgment will occur at the coming of Christ to receive His own

The Christian  must give an account before the judgment seat 

of Christ

2Co 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 

Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, 

according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

1Co 4:5  Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who 

both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest 

the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 

2Ti 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me 

only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 



The  figure of  stewardship

The Figure of building built upon Christ as the Foundation. 

Rom 14:4  Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own 

master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able 

to make him stand. 

1Co 3:11-15  For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which 

is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, 

precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's work shall be made 

manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; 

and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work 

abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any 

man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be 

saved; yet so as by fire. 



The figure of a race and winning the prize

1Co 9:24-27  Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one 

receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that 

striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain 

a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as 

uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my 

body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have 

preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 



The Christian's reward  is  sometimes  mentioned  as  a  "crown"  (1  Cor.  9:25; Phil.4:1;  1  Thess.  

2:19;   2  Tim.  4:8;  James  1:12;  1  Pet.  5:4;  Rev.2:10; 3:11



Crown of Glory 1 Peter 5:4 - Feeding Sheep 

(Elders Crown)

5 Christian Crowns

1Peter 5:2-4  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the 

oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a 

ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being 

ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall 

receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 



Rev 2:10  Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the 

devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye 

shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will 

give thee a crown of life. 

Crown of Life Rev. 2:10 Tribulation 

( Martyrs Crown)



Crown of Righteousness 2 Tim 4:8 

(Love his appearing)

2Tim 4:8  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to 

me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing. 

1Thess 2:19  For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not 

even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? 

Crown of Rejoicing 1 Thess. 2:19 

(Soul winners crown)



Incorruptible Crown 1 Cor 9:25 

(Self Control) 

1Cor 9:25  And every man that strives for the mastery is temperate in 

all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an 

incorruptible. 

1Cor 9:26-27  I therefore so run, not as 

uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beats 

the air: But I buffet  my body, and bring it 

into subjection: 



What is the purpose of the Crowns? 

Rev 4:10  The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the 

throne, and worship him that lives for ever and ever, and cast their 

crowns before the throne, saying, 



Child of God is also warned lest he lose his reward

Rev 3:11  Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no 

man take thy crown. 



Step # Three
Memorize one Passage per section

Learn general and specific later.

• Highlight key words • Understand difficult words and the meaning

Read out loud 5 times what you are trying to memorize

Write the verse on paper or put the verse into you phone



Step # Four Take the Test at the end of the chapter
The Church: 

The Body and Bride of Christ and Her Reward

1.Name the seven figures that are used of Christ and His church
1. The Shepherd and the Sheep 
2. Christ is the True Vine

3. Christ is the Cornerstone

4. Christ as our  High  Priest with the believers as believer-priests. 

5.Christ as the Head and the church as the body of Christ

6. Christ as the Last Adam and the church as the new creation

7. Christ as the Bridegroom and the  church as the  bride  church.



2.What are some of the important truths taught by the figure of the 

Shepherd and the sheep?

According to John (a) Christ came by the door, that is, 

through the ap pointed lineage of  David;  (b)  He  is  the  

true  Shepherd  who is followed by the true sheep; ( c)  

Christ  is also the  Door  of the sheep, the Door of entrance 

into salvation as well as the  Door which provides security 

(John 10:28-29);  (d)  life  and food are provided for the 

sheep by the Shepherd; 



Our union is that we are a branch in Him. Our communion is that we have

Access to prayer as we abide. Our Fruitfulness comes as the sap of the 

love of Christ flows through us to a needy world 

3.Explain how the figure of Christ as the True Vine and believers as 

branches speaks of union, communion, and fruitfulness

4.What is the main thought in  the figure  of  the church  as  a  building of 

which Christ is the Cornerstone?

In the figure Christ is pictured as the Chief Corner stone and individual 

believers as stones of the building. It is God's present purpose to build His 

church In the construction of the church as a building, each stone is a living 

stone because it  partakes  of  the divine nature Christ is the Chief 

Cornerstone and Foundation. 



5.What are the principal functions of a believer as a priest?

Present spiritual sacrifices and intercede

6.  What truth is brought out by  the figure of  Christ as the Last Adam and 

the church as a new creation?

The figure is based on the certainty of the resurrection of Christ and
the significance that in His resurrection Christ established a new
order. The believer is seen to be in Christ by baptism of the Spirit, in
contrast with being in Adam. In his new position in Christ he shares
all that Christ did on his behalf by way of providing both
righteousness and new life in Christ. Because Christ is the Head of a
new creation, it requires a new commemorative day, the first day of
the week, in contrast with the Sabbath, which belonged to the old
order.



7.Of what is the figure of Christ as  the  Bridegroom  and  the church  

as a bride prophetic?

Looks forward to the Second Coming

8.What are the three major truths presented in the figure of the church as 

the body of Christ?

(1) the church is a self-developing body; (2) members of the body are
given special gifts and are appointed to special service; (3) the body is a
living union or an organism.



9.How do spiritual gifts determine an individual's  particular  service 

for God?

Just as in the human body different members have different functions,  so it 

is in the body of Christ. It is most important that each believer examine him

self soberly to see what gifts God has given him and then use these gifts to 

the  glory of  God

10.What is brought out by the concept of the church as a living organism?

The church is a living organism because it is comprised by living people 

who provide gifts for the edification and increase of the body. It is an 

organism because of the unity of the church.



l I. What is the threefold work of Christ under the figure of a Bride groom?

The major revelation is given in Ephesians 5:25-33 to illustrate the proper 

relationship between husbands and wives in Christ. Here the threefold 

work of Christ is revealed: ( a) in His death, "Christ also loved the church, 

and gave himself for  it" (v. 25); (b) Christ is engaged in the present work 

"that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 

word" ( v. 26); ( c) "that he might present it to himself a glorious church, 

not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy  

and  without  blemish"



12.Develop what  Christ  is  doing  at  the  present  time for His bride.

In the present age, by the washing of water, the application of the Word of 

God, and sanctification to the believer, Christ is preparing and cleansing 

His bride for her future relationship.  At  the end  of the age at the rapture 

of the church, the Bridegroom will come for His bride and take her to 

heaven.

13.Name the five characteristics of divine  love  revealed  in  Christ's love 

for His church.

1.The eternal duration of  the  love  of  God 

2.The love of God is the motivation for His ceaseless activity. 

3.The love of God has transparent purity

4.The love of God has limitless intensity. 

5.The love of God has inexhaustible benevolence. 



14.In view of the love of Christ for His church, what is revealed about the 

love of the Father for believers’?
Because of his living union with Christ the  believer is loved by the 

Father even as Christ is loved 

15.In view of God's love for the church, what is revealed  concerning our 

love?
We should love

16.In connection with the judgment of the child of God, why will a believer 

never be condemned for his sins’?

Rom 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in 

Christ Jesus



17.What is the main purpose of the judgment of Christians at the 

judgment seat of Christ?

Rewards

18.How does the judgment  of  Christians contrast  with  the  judgment at 

the great white throne?

One is for Rewards the other is for condemnation

19.How does the figure of stewardship illustrate the nature of the judgment 

of Christians?

We have been given “talents” gifts, abilities, resources as stewards. We 

will be judged as to how we have used these and rewarded accordingly.



20.How does a building built upon Christ as the Foundation  

illustrate the judgment of the believer?

We can build with different materials: Gold, Silver, Precious Stones/ Hay, 

Wood, Stubble. We will be judged upon the materials we build with.

21.How does the figure  of  winning  a  race  relate  to  the  judgment seat 

of Christ?

We are to keep our body under subjection and run with the intensity of a

runner trying to win a prize



23.How important is the judgment seat of Christ, and  how  does  it relate to 

evaluating our present lives?

22.What is the nature of the believer's reward?

Crowns which will be our ability to worship for eternity and rulership over

functions of the New Heavens and Earth

We must all appear and be judged for the what we have done in this life. 

That judgement will determine if we will have an “abundant” entry into 

eternal life.


