
Chapter Two The Bible: Inspired of God



Step # One

Find the Outline A. Theories of Inspiration

B. Testimony of Christ

D. Qualifying Considerations 

C. Important Passages on Inspiration 

MBT Chapter Two Outline 



MBT Chapter Two Outline 

Understand It

How can a human author, recording 

his own thoughts and knowledge, be 

guided to write exactly what God 

directs him to write? Because of this 

there are various ideas of inspiration 

A. Theories of Inspiration



By verbal inspiration it is meant that the Spirit of God guided in the choice 

of the words used in the original writings. Scripture, however, indicates 

human authorship

In the history of the church the orthodox view of inspiration has been 

described as verbal (words) and plenary.(all)

1. Verbal, plenary inspiration. 

Theories of Inspiration



2. Mechanical or dictation theory

Some have held that God actually dictated  the  Scripture  and  that  the  

writers of the Bible were only stenographers. If God had dictated the Bible, 

however, the style of writing and the vocabulary of the Bible would be the 

same throughout. 

3. The concept theory. 

Some have attempted to weaken the complete inspiration of the Bible and 

allow for human author ship by saying that God inspired the concept but not 

the precise words.

This view, however, has grave problems, as the human authors may 
have only partially understood what God was revealing to them, and 
in restating it in their own words could inject considerable error.

God



Exo 20:1  And God spoke all these words, saying, 

John 6:63  It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The 

words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.

John 17:8  For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they 

have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; 

and they have believed that you sent me.

1Cor 2:13  And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but 

taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 

Passages on the Concept Theory



4. Neo-orthodox view of  inspiration 

A view of divine revelation has been advanced which is called 

neo-orthodox. While not necessarily denying that supernatural elements  

exist in the writing of Scripture, this view acknowledges that there are 

errors in the Bible and thus the Bible cannot be taken as literally true. 

Accordingly, the Bible becomes a channel of divine revelation much as a 

beautiful flower or a lovely sunset communicates the concept that God is 

the Creator. The Bible under this theory is only inspired as it inspires. 



5. Naturalistic inspiration. 

This is the most extreme view of unbelief and holds that the Bible is just 

like any other book. Although God may have given to the authors unusual 

ability to express concepts, it is after all a human production without 

supernatural divine guidance. The Bible under this concept be comes 

merely another book on religion, expressing ancient views of spiritual 

experience of men in the past. 



MBT Chapter Two Outline 

Understand It
B. Testimony of Christ

Of all the evidences of inspiration one of 

the most important is the testimony of 

Jesus Christ. Whenever Christ quoted 

Scripture He quoted it as having the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Important Passages on Inspiration 

There are so many passages that claim 

Inspiration that some Bibles make chain 

references to them.



MBT Chapter Two Outline 

Understand It

In stating that the entire Bible is true and 

inspired of God, allowance  must  be  made 

for the fact that sometimes  the  Bible 

records a lie as a lie. The Bible can also 

record the experiences and reasonings of 

men which may not be accurate. These 

statements must  be tested by the clear 

affirmations of truth elsewhere in the Bible. 

Sometimes because of lack of information, 

the Bible seems to contradict itself, but these 

are resolved by study

D. Qualifying Considerations 



MBT Chapter Two Outline 

Write it Down
A. Theories of Inspiration

B. Testimony of Christ

D. Qualifying Considerations 

C. Important Passages on Inspiration 



Memorize it
MBT Chapter Two Outline 

A. Theories of Inspiration

B. Testimony of Christ

D. Qualifying Considerations 

C. Important Passages on Inspiration 



Here is an Acrostic to help you…

Important Passages on Inspiration 

Testimony of Christ

Qualifying Considerations 

Theories of Inspiration



Step # Two

Read the Section and look up the passages



John 10:34-35  Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 'I 

said, you are gods’? If he called them gods to whom the word of God 

came—and Scripture cannot be broken—

Gal 3:16  Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his 

offspring. It does not say, "And to offsprings," referring to many, but 

referring to one, "And to your offspring," who is Christ. 



Jas 1:21-23  Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and 

receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your 

souls. But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 

yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a 

man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 

1Pet 2:2  Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk (milk of 

the word), that by it you may grow up into salvation—

Eph 6:17  and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God, 



Rev 22:18-19  I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 

book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described 

in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this 

prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, 

which are described in this book. 



Testimony of Christ

Mat 5:18  For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 

iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

John 10:35  If he called them gods to whom the word of God came—and 

Scripture cannot be broken—



Mat 1:23  "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 

shall call his name Immanuel" (which means, God with us). 

Mat 4:14  so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be 

fulfilled: 
Mat 8:17  This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: "He 

took our illnesses and bore our diseases." 

Mat 12:17  This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: 

Mat 15:7  You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said:

(Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.) 



Mat 21:4-5  This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, 

saying, "Say to the daughter of Zion, 'Behold, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of 

burden.'" 

Mat 21:42  Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the 

Scriptures: "'The stone that the builders rejected has become the 

cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?

Mat 22:29  But Jesus answered them, "You are wrong, because you know 

neither the Scriptures nor the power of God.

Mat 26:31  Then Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away because of me 

this night. For it is written, 'I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the 

flock will be scattered.'



Mat 27:9  Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet 

Jeremiah, saying, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him 

on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, 

Mat 27:35  And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments 

among them by casting lots. 

(Psalm 22:18  they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing 

they cast lots.) 

Mat 26:56  But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the 

prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the disciples left him and fled. 



Deut 6:16  "You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you 

tested him at Massah. 

Mat 12:40  For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 

belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three 

nights in the heart of the earth.

Mat 4:7  Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'You shall not put the 

Lord your God to the test.'"



Mat 24:15  "So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of 

by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader 

understand),

Dan 12:11  And from the time that the regular burnt offering is taken 

away and the abomination that makes desolate is set up, there shall 

be 1,290 days. 

Dan 9:27  And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, 

and for half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And 

on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until 

the decreed end is poured out on the desolator." 



John 16:12-13  "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear 

them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 

the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears 

he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.



Luke 10:22-23  All things have been handed over to me by my Father, 

and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is 

except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

"Then turning to the disciples he said privately, "Blessed are the 

eyes that see what you see!

John 15:27  And you also will bear witness, because you have been 

with me from the beginning.

Acts 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the end of the earth."



Luke 10:16  "The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects 

you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me."

John 13:20  Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send 

receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me."

John 17:14  I have given them your word, and the world has hated 

them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.

John 17:18  As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the 

world.

Heb 2:3-4  How shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was 

declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who 

heard, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various 

miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. 



Mat 22:43  He said to them, "How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls 

him Lord, saying,

Heb 3:11  As I swore in my wrath, 'They shall not enter my rest.' 

Psalm 95:10-11  For forty years I loathed that generation and said, "They 

are a people who go astray in their heart, and they have not known my 

ways." Therefore I swore in my wrath, "They shall not enter my rest." 



1Tim 5:18  For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an ox when it 

treads out the grain," and, "The laborer deserves his wages."

Deut 25:4  "You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the 

grain. 

Luke 10:7  And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they 

provide, for the laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to 

house.



2Pet 3:15-16  And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our 

beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 

as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. 

There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the 

ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 

Scriptures. 



2Tim 3:16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 



Exo 20:1-4  And God spoke all these words, saying, "I am the LORD 

your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery. "You shall have no other gods before me. "You shall not make for 

yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 

above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 

earth. 

Jeremiah 1:1-2  The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, one of the 

priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin, to whom the word 

of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, 

in the thirteenth year of his reign. 



Hos 1:1  The word of the LORD that came to Hosea, the son of Beeri, in 

the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the 

days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. 

Jonah 1:1  Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, 

saying, 

Mic 1:1  The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth in the 

days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw 

concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 

Zep 1:1  The word of the LORD that came to Zephaniah the son of 

Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in the days of 

Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah. 



Dan 2:1  In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, 

Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his spirit was troubled, and his sleep left 

him. 

Dan 7:1  In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a 

dream and visions of his head as he lay in his bed. Then he wrote down 

the dream and told the sum of the matter. 



Some Scripture has apparent Contradictions

Mat 20:30  And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, 

and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, "Lord, 

have mercy on us, Son of David!" 

Luke 18:35  As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the 

roadside begging. 



Just because Mark and Luke speak of only one blind man does not mean 

that they have at the same time denied that there were two blind men. 

Had Mark and Luke stated that Christ healed only one man, while 

Matthew then affirmed that more than one were healed, a contradiction 

would be apparent. But such is not the case.

One important fact should be remembered: If there is any reasonable 

way of harmonizing these records, no legitimate contradiction can 

be charged to the accounts.



Mark 10:46  And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho 

with his disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son 

of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 

Luke 19:1  He entered Jericho and was passing through. 

Problems of this kind, however, yield to patient study, and  the  

difficulty could  be solved if all the facts were known. For example, 

there were two cities of Jericho - one ancient, the other more  

modern. Christ could be going out of one Jericho while entering 
the other



1Sa 17:49-50  And David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone 

and slung it and struck the Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank 

into his forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground. So David 

prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck the 

Philistine and killed him. There was no sword in the hand of David. 

101 Contradictions in the Bible



1 Chronicles 20:5 And there was again war with the Philistines, and 

Elhanan the son of Jair struck down Lahmi the brother of Goliath 

the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver’s beam.

2Sa 21:19-21  And there was again war with the Philistines at Gob, and 

Elhanan the son of Jaare-oregim, the Bethlehemite, struck down 

Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver's beam. 

And there was again war at Gath, where there was a man of great 

stature, who had six fingers on each hand, and six toes on each foot, 

twenty-four in number, and he also was descended from the giants. And 

when he taunted Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimei, David's brother, 

struck him down. 



Step # Three
Memorize one Passage per section

Learn general and specific later.

• Highlight key words • Understand difficult words and the meaning

Read out loud 5 times what you are trying to memorize

2Pet 1:20-21  knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 

comes from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever 

produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 

carried along by the Holy Spirit. 



Visualize: 

My
Interpretation

2Pet 1:20-21  knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 

comes from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever 

produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 

carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

God

Holy Spirit



Put the verse into you phone



Step # Four Take the Test at the end of the chapter

Chapter One : The Bible: 

The Word of God

1. Define what is meant by the inspiration of the Bible.  

The inspiration of the Bible is defined as teaching that God so directed 

the human authors that, without destroying their own individuality, 

literary style, or personal interest, His complete and connected thought 

toward man was recorded.



2. To what extent is the Bible inspired? 

Every Word

3. What is meant by verbal, plenary inspiration? 

God directed so that all the words that were used were equally inspired 

of God. This is brought out by the use of the word "plenary" which 

means "full inspiration,"

4. To what extent is the Bible infallible and inerrant, and what do these

terms mean? 

Scripture is declared to be infallible in the sense of being unfailingly 

accurate. Scripture is also declared to be inerrant, meaning that the 

Bible does not contain any error as a statement of fact



5.How can you explain that the Bible records untrue statements of men?

While the untrue statement faithfully recorded, it is clear that God does 

not affirm the truth of these statements

6. To what extent does inspiration extend to copies and translations of the

Bible?

The claim of inspiration, of course, applies to the original writings only 

and not to copies, translations, or quotations.

If God had dictated the Bible, however, the style of writing and the 

vocabulary of the Bible would be the same throughout.

7. Define the mechanical or dictation theory of inspiration and indicate

why it is inadequate?



8. What are the problems of the concept theory of inspiration?

This view, however, has grave problems, as the human authors may 

have only  partially understood what God was revealing to them, and in 

restating it in their own words could inject considerable error .

9.What are the problems of theory of partial inspiration or degrees of

inspiration?

All forms of partial inspiration leave the reader the final judge, and
accordingly, the authority of Scripture becomes the authority of the
person reading the Scripture, with no two readers agreeing exactly as to
what is truth and what is not.

10.How does the neo-orthodox view of inspiration differ from the orthodox

view

The Bible under this theory be comes true only as it is comprehended 

and truth is realized by the individual reader. In the orthodox view all 

scripture is truth.



11. Why must the naturalistic view of the Bible be rejected?

This view destroys any distinctive claim for the divine authority of the 

Bible and leaves without explanation the amazing factual accuracy of the 

Bible

12.What did Christ teach concerning the inspiration of the Bible?

Whenever Christ quoted Scripture - as He did frequently - He quoted it as 

having authority and in full recognition that it had come by the inspiration 

of the Holy Spirit.

13. How do quotations of the Old Testament uphold the inspiration of

the Old Testament? 

Those quoting it considered it to be inspired



14. What indications are given in the New Testament that it is also inspired

of God?
As the New Testament was written, the  writers  were  conscious that 

they were guided by the Spirit of God and freely  claimed that the New 

Testament was inspired equally  with  the Old Testament

15. Discuss the contribution of 2 Timothy 3:16

In 2 Timothy 3:16 it is affirmed, “All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, " By "scripture" the apostle is referring to "the holy scriptures"
mentioned in 2 Timothy 3:15 and including both the Old and New
Testaments.

16. What does 2 Peter 1:21 contribute as to the method of inspiration?

Whether they were oral prophets or writing prophets, the explanation is 

that they were "moved by the Holy Ghost."



17. Indicate the extent to which the Bible affirms its own inspiration

All Scripture is inspired

18. How does inspiration relate to the truth of human experiences and

reasonings? 

The statements of Job's friends are wrong, and some of the 

philosophizing of Ecclesiastes does not go be yond human wisdom and 

the Scripture records them as their thinking. When tested by other 

scripture they are clearly not truth. When the Bible records something as 

a fact it is a fact. 



19. What should be our response to seeming contradictions in the Bible?

Most of what appears to be inconsistencies can be resolved by study 

and more information but it should be remembered that if there 

is any reasonable way of harmonizing the records, no legitimate 

contradiction can be charged to the accounts. Actually no one knows 

enough to contradict the statements of Scripture, whether they refer to 

the creation of the world or the creation of man or whether they extend 

to some detail in narrative.

20. Taking the subject of inspiration as a whole, why is it so important?

To those seeking truth about God the scripture continues to be the only
authoritative and inerrant source of divine revelation.


